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Coconut Products from Niugini Organics (Tropic Fronds) 

Hello readers and welcome to this first edition of the ‘Kokonas 
Tok’ column.

Our fortnightly Kokonas Tok series will touch base with the roots   of 
an agriculture industry that is attested to being a major foundational 
contributor to Papua New Guinea’s early industrial economy.

The humble coconut has been a constant income source in the lives of 
many Papua New Guineans from coastal areas for generations. Before the 
development of current major agricultural commodities, the coconut was 
one of the earliest major commercialized commodity in the country and 
still remains the fourth most significant agricultural cash crop to date.

Apart from being a cash crop it is perhaps one of the most directly consumed 
commodity product as food amongst the big four commodities including oil 
palm, coffee, and cocoa. Its versatility as a source of food as well as income 
is well known in all circles in the country and in other tropical countries 
where coconut is grown.

Charged with the oversight of this vital industry, the Kokonas Indastri 
Koporesen (KIK) is a statutory regulatory institution for the coconut 
industry in PNG as stipulated in Sections 3, 4 and 5 of KIK Act 2002.  Its 
origin, however, traces back as far as 1957 where the then, Copra Marketing 
Board, controlled all copra trading from 1957 to 2001.

From 1957 up until 2001 the industry was all about copra and the extraction 
of copra oil. The Copra Marketing Board was buying all copra in the country. 
Following the introduction of KIK the market was partially deregulated 
under the KIK Act 2002.

While coconut has been labeled by some as a sunset industry, the numbers 
do not agree as estimates from the recent National Census data indicates 
that 2.6 million Papua New Guineans still rely on the nut for both food 
consumption and income generation activities.

The industry on average, from 2008 to 2017, contributed over K 139.7 
million per year to the PNG economy through the export (copra, copra oil 
and copra meal) revenue it generated. KIK estimates that over 70 per cent 
of this is usually transmitted directly to copra producers. 

With the current leadership of KIK, the industry has moved into a new 
direction that goes beyond the dried kernel we all call copra. 

Since 2014, KIK has been working with Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) to produce both edible and non-edible High Value Coconut 
Products (HVCPs) such as virgin coconut oil (VCO), soap and body oils. A 
few of the aspiring MSMEs have taken their HVCPs to international trade 
shows in New Zealand, Australia, and Europe and are now exporting their 
products to some of these countries.

Our MSMEs will pave the way for the next generation of HVCPs into the 
world market in response to the increasing global demand for HVCPs of the 
nut for the pharmaceutical, cosmetics, and food industries.

KIK concurrently initiated the development of coconut products quality 
standards for the industry to assist the coconut-based MSMEs to produce 
HVCPs that meet internationally accepted coconut product standards under 
the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) Food Safety Standards.

KIK has three main programs that focus firstly o n t he d evelopment o f 
industry MSMEs for HVCPs and market access, secondly biosecurity 
measures against pest and diseases, and then we have commenced coconut 
replanting in districts.

This and many more exciting developments will be brought to you through 
this series as we continue the Kokonas Tok together.




